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use of such intellectual property in 
both the use of the Postage Evidencing 
System and the processing of mail 
bearing indicia produced by the Post-
age Evidencing System. 

§ 501.20 Discontinued Postage Evi-
dencing Indicia. 

(a) Decertified indicia (evidence of pre- 
paid postage) are indicia that have 
been withdrawn by the Postal Service 
as valid forms of postage evidence 
through publication by the Postal 
Service in the FEDERAL REGISTER, or 
by voluntary withdrawal undertaken 
by the provider. 

(b) Effective January 1, 2016, all Post-
age Evidencing Systems (postage me-
ters and PC Postage products) will be 
required to produce Information-Based 
Indicia (IBI) or Intelligent Mail Indicia 
(IMI) for evidence of pre-paid postage. 
Non-IBI and non-IMI indicia will be de-
certified effective January 1, 2016, and 
may not be used as a valid form of 
postage evidence. These decertified in-
dicia will not be recognized as valid 
postage after December 31, 2015. 

[78 FR 8407, Feb. 6, 2013] 
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AUTHORITY: 39 U.S.C. 101, 201, 203, 401, 403, 
404, 410, 414, 416. 

SOURCE: 66 FR 31826, June 12, 2001, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 551.1 Semipostal Stamp Program. 
The Semipostal Stamp Program is 

established under the Semipostal Au-
thorization Act, Public Law 106–253, 114 
Stat. 634 (2000), as amended by Public 
Law 107–67, section 652, 115 Stat. 514 
(2001). The Office of Stamp Services has 
primary responsibility for admin-
istering the Semipostal Stamp Pro-

gram. The Office of Accounting, Fi-
nance, Controller has primary respon-
sibility for the financial aspects of the 
Semipostal Stamp Program. 

[67 FR 5215, Feb. 5, 2002] 

§ 551.2 Semipostal stamps. 
Semipostal stamps are stamps that 

are sold for a price that exceeds the 
postage value of the stamp. The dif-
ference between the price and postage 
value of semipostal stamps, also known 
as the differential, less an offset for 
reasonable costs, as determined by the 
Postal Service, consists of a contribu-
tion to fund causes determined by the 
Postal Service to be in the national 
public interest and appropriate. Funds 
are to be transferred to selected recipi-
ent executive agencies, as defined 
under 5 U.S.C. 105. The office of Stamp 
Services determines the print quan-
tities of semipostal stamps. The use of 
semipostal stamps shall be voluntary 
on the part of postal patrons. 

§ 551.3 Procedure for selection of 
causes and recipient executive 
agencies. 

The Postal Service has discretionary 
authority to select causes and recipi-
ent executive agencies to receive funds 
raised through the sale of semipostal 
stamps. These regulations apply only 
to such discretionary semipostal 
stamps and do not apply to semipostal 
stamps that are mandated by Act of 
Congress, such as the Breast Cancer Re-
search stamp. The procedure for selec-
tion of causes and recipient executive 
agencies is as follows: 

(a) The Office of Stamp Services will 
accept proposals from interested per-
sons for future semipostal stamps be-
ginning on May 20, 2016. The Office of 
Stamp Services will begin considering 
proposals on July 5, 2016. The Postal 
Service intends to issue five semipostal 
stamps under these regulations during 
the 10-year period established by Con-
gress in 39 U.S.C. 416(g). Each 
semipostal stamp will be sold for no 
more than two years. Proposals may be 
submitted and will be considered on a 
rolling basis until seven years after 
May 20, 2016. The Office of Stamp Serv-
ices may publicize this request for pro-
posals in the FEDERAL REGISTER or 
through other means, as it determines 
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